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was charged, apparently upon good grounds, of being
no frienoT of the Governor General, but of being very
anxious to conciliate General Clavering,^ whose parlia-
mentary influence was very considerable, and of the
greater* importance from the strength and talent of the
opposition, and the still declining" popularity of Lord
North's administration. But no public man in those
days, unless he were a Director, or in some way con-
nected with the Company, would devote an hour's at-
tention to the affairs of India. In vain my father wrote,
letter upon letter, to Thurlow, for assistance and ad rice ;
that eminent lawyer, who was already beginning to
open to himself the way to the woolsack, returned no
answer to these letters, although some of them contained
appeals to the memory of by-gone times and early
associations., which must have touched a heart not
hardened and absorbed by ambition and political
intrigue.
Such, however, was the calm enduring nature of my
father's affection, that I never heard him speak harshly,
or even warmly, of Tnurlow's long neglect of him : but
/ am not restrained by the same feeling ; Thurlow was
not my early friend and most frequent associate ; and
what Sir Elijah Impey never said, I may say without
indecorum. Yet, will I not say more than this, that his
disregard of an absent friend, if simply considered
in a personal point of view, was neither kind nor gene-
rous, but, if referred to public principle, obviously unjust.
It was out of the defeat, or rather the non-execution of
Mr. Hastings's plan of law reform, which we hare just
heard him describing in his own words, that arose, some
four years after, that business of the Sudder Dewannee
Adauiut, which Mr. Mill, and Mr. Mill's follower and
refiner, Mr. Macaulay, have placed at the head of Sir
Elijah Impey5s judicial offences ; making it, in atrocity,
second only to the execution of N uncomar, and, in the
baseness of its alleged motives, worse even than that
monstrous act of criminality, as by them misstated or
misunderstood. I shall come closer to that question
very soon; meanwhile pursuing the narrative form, as
that likely to be most intelligible and most fair, I pro-
* Else why \vas General Claveiing decorated with the red ribbon, and
Hastings left without anv honorary distinction ?
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